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SUBJECT: VISIT OF I AM REPRESENTATIVE BEN SHARMAN 
REF: STATE 200422 

DURING MEETING WITH EMBOFF, LEOW PENG KUI, NTUC OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, MENTIONED THAT HE 
AND NTUC SEC-GEN DEVAN NAIR MET WITH SHARMAN DURING 
SHARMAN'S VISIT HERE EN ROUTE TO SYDNEY (SEE REFTEL). 

ROLE OF MNCS IN DEVELOPING WORLD WAS DISCUSSED DURING 
FOUR-HOUR SESSION. ACCORDING TO LEOW, DISCUSSION WAS 
FRANK AND UNRESTRAINED. RESULT WAS BETTER MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING BUT CONTINUED DISAGREEMENT ON THE ROLE 
OF MNCS AND AFL-CIO PROTECTIONISM. LEOW SAID THAT NAIR 
HAD SENT STRONGLY-PHRASED LETTERS TO MEANY REGARDING 
THESE ISSUES. 
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